
A COMPARISON OF THE DIFFERENT MILITARY TECHNOLOGIES OF THE

BYZANTINE EMPIRE AND THE MUSLIM EMPIRE

Empires grow for different reasons. The Persian Empire of the Achaemenids was built largely through military conquest.
The Maurya Empire in India used a.

Fundamental to the Islamic message is that all religions are based on the singularity and unity of God; some
religions, however, have fallen away from this message such as Christianity which divides God into Father
and Son , but the essential message of all religions is this unity of God. Byzantium was almost always a
Christian empire, but over the centuries its Greek-speaking church developed distinct liturgical differences
from the Catholic, Latin-speaking church in the West. Byzantine Art Byzantine artists moved away from the
naturalism of the Classical tradition towards the more abstract and universal, displaying a definite preference
for two-dimensional representations. Large-scale sculpture seems to have been less popular than in earlier
antiquity, but sculpted marble sarcophagi were produced in great numbers. Comparison between Islam and
Monophysite Christianity When Muhammad died in , he left a political organization that was entirely centered
around him. The empire held on to a small slice of the Iberian Peninsula coast until the reign of Heraclius. One
is made in a single piece with an unbroken lower edge from the front to the rear of the horse. The very next
emperor, Leo VI r. After a deal to fund their expedition to the Holy Lands fell through in , the Crusaders
carried out a bloody sack of Constantinople, burning the city and carting off much of its treasure, art and
religious relics. Emperor Justinian left and general Belisarius. Although icons could take almost any form of
material, the most popular were small painted wooden panels. Horse armours were certainly amongst a huge
hoard of military equipment looted from the Fatimid Caliphal arsenal in Cairo just nineteen years later. The
issue also reignited the debate over whether Christ had two natures or one and whether an icon, therefore, only
represented the human. Mecca was the center of this religion with its Ka'ba, or "Cube," which served as the
temple for the religion. Islam is world-affirming. Half of the Italian peninsula and most of southern Hispania
were lost, but the eastern borders expanded gaining land from the Persians. The city consisted of a majority of
Arabic clans and a minority of Jewish clans. In , attempting to secure his eastern frontier, Justinian signed a
peace treaty with Khosrau I of Persia , agreeing to pay a large annual tribute to the Sassanids. Frequently
Byzantines were portrayed as decadent and shifty, their culture stagnant, and their religion a dangerous heresy.
Because of active paganism of its professors Justinian closed down the Neoplatonic Academy in  Visit
Website 4. Among the gods they worshipped was Allahâ€”probably derived from the monotheistic religions
of Judaism and Christianity. Augustine who contrasted logic and faith as two polarized things, and decided
that logic should be dispensed with because it was misleading, and salvation was through the grace of God.
Over time, the central dome was raised ever higher on a polygonal drum, which in some churches is so high it
has the appearance of a tower. The Byzantines preserved many of the writings of Ancient Greece. While the
Byzantines later recaptured Constantinople in , the Empire would never regain its former glory. One of the
darkest chapters in Byzantine history began in the early 13th century, when Christian warriors assembled in
Venice for the Fourth Crusade. Islam and human value While Islam adopts the Judeo-Christian idea of the fall,
humanity is in general glorified in foundational and later Islam. Philosophers such as John Philoponus drew on
neoplatonic ideas in addition to Christian thought and empiricism. The Ostrogoths captured Rome in  Three
also have head covering chamfrons, these being amongst the five animals which are most certainly armoured.
In Muhammad went to Yathrib. Although Tiberius' general, Maurice , led an effective campaign on the eastern
frontier, subsidies failed to restrain the Avars. The Emperor Justinian II famously had his nose hacked off
when he was overthrown in , but returned from exile 10 years later and reclaimed the throneâ€”supposedly
while sporting a prosthetic golden nose. Italy and Sicily had to be defended, ultimately unsuccessfully, against
the ambitions of the Popes and the Normans. Tribes of Serbs and Croats were later resettled in the
northwestern Balkans, during the reign of Heraclius. However, there was no aristocracy of blood as such in
Byzantine society, and both patronage and education were a means to climb the social ladder. All this begs the
question of where, when and why horse armour was adopted by Muslim cavalry but not by western European
mounted warriors until significantly later. They quietly slipped out of Mecca and went to Medina. Designed to
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be carried or hung on walls, they were made using the encaustic technique where coloured pigments were
mixed with wax and burned into the wood as an inlay. The precise recipe for this ancient napalm has been lost
to historyâ€”it might have contained everything from petroleum and pine resin to sulfur and saltpeterâ€”but
accounts describe it as a thick, sticky substance that could be sprayed from siphons or hurled in clay pots like
grenades.


