
RHETORICAL ANALYSIS OF WHERE I LIVED

Rhetorical Analysis of â€œWhere I Lived, and What I Lived Forâ€• Through paragraphs 7 and 8, Henry David Thoreau
utilizes certain rhetorical strategies to convey.

Towards the end of Walden Thoreau once again criticizes conformity, arguing that the masses of men are
keeping individuals from living a simple, deliberate, and solitary life; simply because it is deemed socially
unacceptable. When Thoreau first moves into his dwelling on Independence Day, it gives him a proud sense of
being a god on Olympus, even though the house still lacks a chimney and plastering. Thoreau uses the
metaphor of sleepers under the track to give a visual demonstration of the dangers of technology. In
conclusion, Thoreau mainly uses alliteration and metaphors to display his attitude toward life. Thoreau mocks
travel as a fools paradise, stating that the most valuable travel occurs without leaving your own home; the
inward journey to your soul. He believes trains, like all technological improvements, give people an illusion of
increased freedom, but in fact represent new restrictions, since one must obey the strict timetables and
schedules of trains. Thoreau thus reminds us again that he is neither practical do-it-yourself aficionado nor
erudite philosopher, but a mixture of both at once, attending to matters of everyday existence and to questions
of final meaning and purpose. Thoreau also urges us to read widely, gently mocking those who limit their
reading to the Bible, and to read great things, not the popular entertainment books found in the library. He lays
out the blueprints for his readers on how he created his extremely simplified life. The millions are awake
enough for physical labor; but only one in a million is awake enough for effective intellectual exertion, only
one in a hundred millions to a poetic or divine life. Despite the much-lauded progress of modern society in
technology and transportation, he says real progressâ€”that of the mind and soulâ€”is being forgotten. He sees
it as a false example of social progress, claiming that We do not ride on the railroad; it rides upon us. Rather
than breaking free of the diseased norm, men would rather conform to it. With this metaphor, he expresses that
time is shallow and mysterious. All of these points that Walden makes are an attempt to give mankind the
courage it takes to live the way he lives, and by doing so discover happiness and self-fulfillment. Accusations
of Thoreau being a Hermit were counteracted by anecdotes of his interaction with nature, and explanations of
the benefits of solitude. We would just live along with the ways in which life affected us. He plans to begin a
new life, being the one in which he will actually Live, for this new life of his is the true significance of Life,
where essence remains essence, and originality remains originality. Perhaps Thoreau was reluctant to travel
because he feared what he might find. Thoreau also employs logos by demonstrating his vast understanding of
economy in recording all of his earnings and expenditures, just to make certain that the reader knows that this
simple lifestyle hindered him in no way whatsoever. Feeling threatened by the onslaught of industrialization
and science, Thoreau justifies his increasingly outdated views with his claim that it matters not what logic
proclaims to be true, but what you feel, that matters. Consequently, Thoreau gave up his claim on the property.
The only current events that matter to the transcendent mind are itself and its place in the cosmos. He had
established a world view so firmly engraved in his mind that he wouldnt know what to do if confronted with
something that threatened it. According to him, everyone should mind their own business and let things that
are supposed to happen, or that will happen no matter what if nothing is done to change it, happen. Thoreau
amused himself by watching wildlife during the winter. Thoreau is stubborn to accept the idea that any
outward improvement of life can bring the inner peace and contentment he so incessantly craves. If they had
not been overcome with drowsiness, they would have performed something. Living in an era with the
introduction of clocks and the increasing importance of time-keeping, Thoreau finds this new lifestyle
stressful and distracting of the true goal in life, saying It matters not what the clocks say or the attitudes and
labors of men. He does not view himself as the slave of time; rather he makes it seem as though he is choosing
to participate in the flow of time whenever and however he chooses, like a god living in eternity. The drastic
destruction of previous ways of life was understandably upsetting to some, and frightening to others. Thoreau
emphasizes the work of reading, just as he stresses the work of farming and home-owning; he compares the
great reader to an athlete who has subjected himself to long training and regular exercise. He urges people to
live their lives deliberately by sharing stories of his personal experiences. Thoreau justifies his solitude by
showing how he is in a sense not alone, but surrounded by nature and the many wild animals that are his
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neighbors at Walden. Among its most prominent writers was Henry David Thoreau, who summarized his life
and beliefs in book, Walden. He wanted to make certain that none of his readers thought that he lived an
unproductive life, or misjudge his motives. Thoreau takes time to really point out how easy it would be for
those that wanted to follow in his footsteps, in hopes that some actually would.


