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Key Takeaways The family ideally serves several functions for society. Second-wave feminism went a step
further by seeking equality in family, employment, reproductive rights, and sexuality. Conflict Perspective: A
perspective in the social sciences that emphasizes the social, political or material inequality of a social group;
critiques the broad socio-political system; or otherwise detracts from structural functionalism and ideological
conservativism. He does not deny the existence or impact of premarital or extramarital sex, but states that the
family offers a socially legitimate sexual outlet for adults Lee  According to the symbolic interactionist
perspective, family problems often stem from the different understandings, perceptions, and expectations that
spouses have of their marriage and of their family. Studies grounded in social interactionism give us a keen
understanding of how and why families operate the way they do. In the United States,  Role-taking emerges at
an early age through activities such as playing house. Functionalism has received criticism for neglecting the
negative functions of an event such as divorce. Both feminist and masculinist authors have decried
predetermined gender roles as unjust. Some studies, for example, focus on how husbands and wives
communicate and the degree to which they communicate successfully Tannen,  If all goes well, the parts of
society produce order, stability, and productivity. Another classic study by Lillian Rubin Rubin, L. In these
societies, marriages are arranged by parents and other kin for economic reasons or to build alliances, and
young people are simply expected to marry whoever is chosen for them. They argue that shared activities help
to build emotional bonds among family members, and that marriage and family relationships are based on
negotiated meanings. Second, the family can also be a source of conflict for its own members. Textbooks no
longer contain this warning, but many conservative observers continue to worry about the impact on children
of working mothers and one-parent families. Researchers found that the person with the most access to value
resources held the most power. First-wave feminism focused mainly on legal equality, such as voting,
education, employment, the marriage laws, and the plight of intelligent, white, middle-class women. Husbands
usually earn more money than wives, and many men continue to feel that they are the head of their families.
Tannen, D. Interactionists also recognize how the family status roles of each member are socially constructed,
playing an important part in how people perceive and interpret social behavior. This child-centredness,
according to Aries undoubtedly results in a more positive life experience for children over the last 50 years or
so. Key Terms gender: The socio-cultural phenomenon of the division of people into various categories such
as male and female, with each having associated roles, expectations, stereotypes, etc.


