
BRIEF WRITING AND DRAFTING OF LAW REPORTS SERIES

Law reports or reporters are series of books that contain judicial opinions from a selection of For example, the Reporter
of Decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States is the person authorized to publish the Court's The headnote (a
brief summary of the case, the holding, and any significant case law considered).

The key sections involve analysing the ratio. Full text law reports incorporate the full judgment s given by the
court, together with a summary of the case known as the headnote and a number of other elements. Until the
nineteenth century, both the quality of early reports, and the extent to which the judge explained the facts of
the case and his judgment, are highly variable, and the weight of the precedent may depend on the reputations
of both the judge and the reporter. Its purpose is to explain the law, and apply the law to the facts of your case.
Avoid personal attacks: Do not use any words in the legal brief that is derogatory to the other party or
personally attacks anyone. TL;DR Too Long; Didn't Read Before writing a legal report or memorandum,
familiarize yourself with the proper format and organizational rules to help your reader understand your
arguments and reasoning. A recital of the facts of the case unless appearing in the judgment. Typically, this
type of report is written for an attorney or a law school class professor who may have extensive knowledge of
the law in the relevant area, but may not be as familiar with the facts of the specific case. This has more marks,
so you need to write analytically, creating an argument. In some older reports, the name of the judge can only
be inferred from the series or volume in which the report appears. Headnote A headnote is a summary,
appearing at the beginning of a full text law report, encapsulating as precisely as possible the principle of law
which the case establishes. Make the proposition too general, and the principle appears either so watered down
as to be meaningless or, more dangerously, misleadingly wide in its application. The statement of facts tells
the reader why the present action is before the court. Draft your arguments systematically: A legal brief should
not be voluminous and must be written in the most concise manner. After you have researched your issues and
analyzed the facts accordingly, you should be able to determine with some confidence which parties will win
and why in the conclusion. Finally, to reassure the reader of the reliability of the report, the reporter must be a
qualified lawyer, and this must be evident either from the report itself or the publication in which it appears.
The first three words or phrases identify the subject matter with increasing particularity according to a
taxonomical structure. This is a relatively low cost publication method compared to paper and makes court
decisions more easily available to the public particularly important in common law countries where court
decisions are major sources of law. This is basically a research essay, with all claims substantiated and
referenced, and with a clear and logical argument defined by sub-headings. It is a feature which adds
enormously to the value of the report to future readers. What goes into a case summary?


