
THE TALE OF THE HEIKE

The Tale of the Heike (å¹³å®¶ç‰©èªž, Heike Monogatari) is an epic account compiled prior to of the struggle between
the Taira clan and Minamoto clan for.

The Taira are defeated and flee by boats in different directions. Fighting waxed and waned. The Taira suffer a
series of defeats, culminating in a sea battle off Dannoura in which the seven-year-old emperor and many
nobles are drowned. An inclination for the values of Buddhism and the strict teachings regarding a warrior's
reputation and behavior are also heavily stressed within the tale. Luebering , Executive Editorial Director.
Taira no Shigehira Kiyomori's son who burned Nara , deserted by his men at Ikuta-no-mori, is captured alive
trying to commit suicide. Taira no Shigemori , the eldest virtuous son of Kiyomori, successfully admonishes
his father by reminding him of the Confucian value of loyalty to the Emperor. It is no wonder that its literary
stature has been rightly compared to "The Iliad" by Homer since both describe their conflicts, campaigns,
victories, etc. The Tale of the Heike. Its overall theme is the tragic downfall of the Taira family. Fame depends
on the adversary. Chapter 4[ edit ] Emperor Takakura is forced to retire and Emperor Antoku, Kiyomori's
grandson, age 3, becomes the new Emperor. Minamoto Yoshinaka defeats the Taira and forces them to retreat
from Kyoto, but when he attempts to assume leadership of the Minamoto clan, Minamoto no Yoritomo sends
his brothers Yoshitsune and Noriyori to depose him. One side won, the other lost. Facing shifting alliances,
Kiyomori begins to act with unusual ruthlessness, creating many enemies in the process. The Taira are
attacked at Fujito and retreat. The story only briefly mentions Kiyomori's rise to power in alliance with
Emperor Go-Shirakawa, and instead details the latter years of his life, when he manipulates his way to the
highest position in the imperial court. Taguchi Shigeyoshi from Awa Province in Shikoku betrays the Taira
and informs the Minamoto about the boats carrying the main Taira forces in disguise. To make things worse
for the Taira, their leader, Taira no Kiyomori , falls ill. A famous tragic scene follows when Shunkan beats his
feet on the ground in despair. Poetry is prevalent within the text, but it has a different rhythm and beat than the
typical waka poetry of its time. As she remembers past glory of the Taira and their fall, she makes parallels
between the events in her life and the six realms of rebirth. Chapter 11[ edit ] In , a small force led by
Minamoto no Yoshitsune lands on the island of Shikoku. He advanced slowly astride a whitish roan, his eyes
fixed on Naozane. The bold and brave perish in the end: They are as dust before the wind. Chapter 12[ edit ] A
powerful earthquake strikes the capital. Captured Taira are paraded along the streets of the capital with many
spectators pitying their fate. Tomomori Kiyomori's son drowns himself. Yoshitsune delivers Munemori to
Minamoto no Yoritomo in Kamakura, but after Kajiwara Kagetoki 's slander, Yoritomo suspects Yoshitsune
of treachery and does not allow him to enter Kamakura. His heir, Shigemori, dies early, leaving clan
leadership in the hands of his incompetent brother, Munemori, who is unable to defend the clan against the
attacks of the revitalized Minamoto. A plot summary of each chapter might have helped some readers, so
serpentine is the narrative and so confusing the similar names â€” Yorimori, Yoritomo, Yoshitomo and
Yoshitsune. The ebb and flow of the narrative, with each side gaining and losing, cutting off heads here and
parading humiliated captives through the streets there, exemplifies the overarching theme, so deeply imbued in
Buddhism, of human transience. She talks with the Retired Emperor about human miseries and Buddhist ideas
of suffering and rebirth in the pure land. The history of earlier contributions by wikipedians is accessible to
researchers here:. Yoritomo still sends him back to the capital. The value of the Heike lies in its character as
historical narrative describing battles and political intrigues, but also in its lessons about samurai daily life,
etiquette, and ethical values.


