
GROUP WORK AND LANGUAGE LEARNING

Group work also provides opportunities for learners to automaticize their use of acquired knowledge about language
(Gass & Mackey, ).

This way they can hear their other group members without having to shout, thus keeping the general noise
level of the class down to an acceptable level. They have a few minutes to collect a certain number of items
that they could wear in that season. Williams Eds. Students can answer language specific questions or clarify
confusing points of English in ways that ESL students can understand and you may not be able to explain. The
author recommends that teachers use cooperative learning strategies in structuring of group activities,
providing students with modeling and support for these strategies. New York: Routledge. Just like babies need
human interaction to learn how to speak, language learners need interaction to learn an additional language.
They can roll the ball to each other and have to say the appropriate sentence as they roll the ball. That means
less accomplished students will become better speakers just by talking to others more advanced than them,
without help and without pressure. Here are 10 benefits you and your students are getting when you have them
work in groups. This will prevent the presentations from being repetitive. Each class, a different student
summarizes their assigned reading to their group. Daily cultural struggles can become overwhelming, and
individuals submerged in a second language need support. Some good ones include: Is globalization a good
thing or a bad thing? Without showing each other the pictures they should describe the missing objects. Pair
and group work lets you take full advantage of this valuable opportunity by: Providing real-world experience.
Adding variety to the class. Author: The advantages of pair work and small group work Gives learners more
speaking time Changes the pace of the lesson Takes the spotlight off you and puts it onto the children Allows
them to mix with everyone in the group Gives them a sense of achievement when reaching a team goal
Teaches them how to lead and be led by someone other than the teacher Allows you to monitor, move around
the class and really listen to the language they are producing Pitfalls and how to avoid them You could lose
control of the class. Give students the chance to use the language in the way that they ultimately plan toâ€”to
communicate with other people! Between June 14, , and December 31, , any comments made on posts to this
site may be used for research purposes. Most often, your students do not have family nearby, so their
classmates become their family and offer support and encouragement on a daily basis. When your students
start speaking in their first ESL classes, it becomes a natural part of who they are and how they learn, and it
fails to be an intimidating feat to delay until later in their studies. When they help each other, it benefits both
of the students involved. The answer is yes. Using preâ€”task modeling to Kim, Y. Give student A a picture
and the other students a blank piece of paper. The student with the question will have it answered, and the
student with the answer will remember it better because they have taught it to another.


