
ANALYSIS OF THE POEM BY COUNTEE CULLEN YET DO I MARVEL

Mar 2, Countee Cullen's poem deals with God and the awesome power he wields, over humans and the mole. Still, a
black poet can sing.

By all accounts he was a talented student and a quick learner and went on to study at Harvard before turning
his attention to writing and teaching. Make plain the reason tortured Tantalus Is baited by the fickle fruit,
declare If merely brute caprice dooms Sisyphus To struggle up a never-ending stair. Cullen's use of language
in this poem is amazing. The question for the poet isn't that he is a poet and Black, but that he is a black poet
and is expected to "sing. Cullen also makes use of repetition in this poem through the use of the word "why.
An important literary device in the poem is the catalogue, or list, which Cullen employs in the first line to
describe three qualities of God "good, well-meaning, kind". Tantalus is eternally starving while food is just
beyond his reach, while Sisyphus was doomed to eternal labor, by either climbing an unending stairway or
constantly rolling a large boulder up a hill. The two quatrains not only use a similar metrical pattern but also
form a single grammatical unit in which the poet makes several observations and poses his problem. Cullen
uses a metaphor when he writes, "When flesh that mirrors Him must some day die. For instance, the fact that
moles are blind and humans die. If you read their stories, Tantalus and Sisyphus were sinners and their
punishments seemed to be logical and fair. It was God who made him both a poet and Black. It starts with a
positive premise, gives examples that might question, and concludes with a little bit of wonder. Cullen looks at
this as another puzzle. He became better known for his traditional lyric poetry. So in the end, this sonnet is
something of a celebration of the possible in life. The poet begins by professing his belief in a God who is
all-good, good-intentioned and almighty. The poet didn't choose to be a poet any more than he chose to be
Black. The poet cannot help himself anymore than he could change the color of his skin. When the poet states
that learning these mysteries of the All-Power Being would require His stooping to quibble among the minor
problems of human beings, he's not just randomly choosing synonyms out of a book. The human mind can
only understand so much, it is incapable of grasping what lies within the mind of God, awesome thing that he
is. Reimherr, Beulah. This scheme is traditional up to the last six lines, which are three couplets, fully rhymed.
He wrote about race but he didn't want to be defined by his race. The role of Tantalus and Sisyphus in the
poem is also emphasized by their coupling in rhyme.


