
EQUINE PROTOZOAL MYELOENCEPHALITIS EPM ESSAY

Equine protozoal myeloencephalitis (EPM) is a disease of horses that affects the central nervous system. Equine
obviously refers to the horse, protozoal refers to.

There is decreased likelihood of finding parasites histologically in tissues from affected EPM horses that have
been treated with antiprotozoal drugs. The more severe signs include incoordination, inability to stand,
lameness, facial paralysis, stumbling, falling, and tremors. However, horses can suffer permanent damage. The
source of infective sporocysts is opossum feces, so it is prudent to prevent access of opossums to
horse-feeding areas. The veterinarian will perform a physical examination that will include gait evaluation and
neurological assessment. If left untreated, most horses tend to deteriorate. Horses might be exposed to S. A
once-a-day treatment for a day period is recommended 8. Also, it has been recently shown that the organisms
isolated from horses are morphologically different from those considered to be the avian parasite Sarcocystis
falcatula. There are tests that can be utilized by your veterinarian, and these are used to support his or her
diagnosis of EPM as well as to rule out other diseases, which may look like EPM. The most important
consideration is to rule out all other possible causes of ataxia. What we know about this equine neurologic
disease and where the research is headed By Stephanie L. This is in contrast to our recent belief that only one
antigen type known as SAG 6 existed. It is also recommended that horses be removed from stressful
environments and activities while receiving treatment for EPM. These horses may or may not develop muscle
atrophy. Focal muscle atrophy , or even generalized muscle atrophy or loss of condition may result. It is
important to remember that we can never be absolutely sure a particular horse has EPM. One possibility is that
the actual identity of the species of Sarcocystis cycling in wildlife has not been determined and, therefore, the
experimental infection of horses does not induce disease. April  The horse does not generally develop cysts in
the muscle the way intermediate hosts do. March  Inadequate feed security. Canids are a definitive host for the
related species Neospora caninum, 26 but it has not been established that dogs or wild canids are a definitive
host for N.


