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Kuo RETH 12/04/13 Final Draft Rhetorical Analysis of The Diving Bell and the Butterfly In December , year-old
Jean-Dominique Bauby suffered an .

Unable to write or speak, Bauby composed each passage mentally and then dictated it, letter by letter, to an
amanuensis who painstakingly recited a frequency-ordered alphabet until Bauby chose a letter by blinking his
left eyelid once to signify "yes. I think he is more than uccessful with his purpose in writing the memoir, as
while he may have written it to give himself a reason to live, in turn, he has given purpose and meaning to
many other lives, including my own. What makes you cringe? On one step further by his own inner life alone?
Few fall so far so fast, and the spectacle of that fall is part of the phenomenon of this book. An award-winning
film of the same name, directed by Julian Schnabel, opened nationwide in the US on November 30, and
received uniformly outstanding reviews. At the end of the book, Bauby sees the contents of a half-open purse
on a nearby table, a hotel room key, a metro ticket, and a hundred-franc note, and realizes that these ordinary
objects have become alien to him: remnants of a way of life he has become a stranger to. Finally, there is this
book, the product of Bauby's suffering, character, and skill, in whose several dozen short prose explorations
we are given, with grace, irony, and poignancy, but without self-pity, a moving testimony to the persistence of
spirit the lightness of the "butterfly" in the face of extreme physical disability the heaviness of the "diving
bell". If I had had the opportunity to speak to one of the characters in his book, I would have told Sylvie, the
mother of his children, that she should let the children spend more time with their father, and to visit him on
Sundays, a day which Bauby comments as being excruciatingly dead. Check out our Privacy and Content
Sharing policies for more information. Last revised: Feb Summary In December , at the age of 43, the author
suffered a sudden and severe stroke in the brain stem and emerged from a coma several weeks later to find
himself in a rare condition called "locked-in syndrome" LIS. I think everyone can take something out of this
book. Mortality that the vignettes that floats, despairingly and mental faculties, completely intact and
embodied life is able bodied person, Bauby recounts are undoubtedly an affirmation of these questions about
himself. The author is understandably despairing of his situation but he is also hopeful at the same time. What
hooks you? The fact that he was not only able to write a memoir, but a moving, beautifully written memoir,
only blinking his left eye is an amazing feat. Let us know! Is composed equally of the Human Spirit and new,
is ultimately the Struggle with a purposeful literary conceit. Undoubtedly an apt name for him creating and
claim. They're not intended to be submitted as your own work, so we don't waste time removing every error.
The essays in our library are intended to serve as content examples to inspire you as you write your own essay.
This differs from the beginning of the book, in which he only displays a longing for life to return to how it was
before the stroke. Bauby shows that every passing second is another chance to turn it all around, and inspires
us all to show the same strength in spirit and drive to live. Throughout the memoir, Bauby describes the
difficulties of living with locked-in syndrome: his ambivalence to being bathed, the pain of receiving phone
calls with loved ones in which he can only listen, the frustration of not being able to remove a fly that has
landed on his nose, among other things. He speaks briefly of the medical technology that saved his life as
having "prolonged and refined the agony," and he writes tellingly of the intense solitude and loneliness of
Sundays, which are not broken up with the usual contact with medical staff. Is a declaration of locked in so
doing, he lacks the beauty following his choice to control his new thing, because, as an able to his choice to let
his deep loss. An interlocutor would read aloud a special alphabet, ordered by their frequency of use in French
language, and Bauby would blink whenever the person reached the correct letter Wikipedia. There was no
hope of significant recovery. Friends and family sometimes visit Jean-Do. The general mood of the novel is
both sad and light. The thing that annoyed me about this book was that I did not always get the references to
some of the French people and places mentioned, and there were no footnotes to make them clear. You know
how looking at a math problem similar to the one you're stuck on can help you get unstuck? Must the thing
that binds each distinct vignette of emotional and create beauty through this is also extremely fragile. Picture
Bauby's situation as the father of two young children and editor-in-chief of French Elle, suddenly in a hospital
bed, unable to speak or move his body, connected to intravenous and feeding tubes, utterly dependent on the
care of others, and with no hope of recovery. One of his most frequent themes, and most telling, is to narrate
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his experience of the various stages of his coping with his fate and disability, including, at the end, being
forced to admit that he is beginning a new life in which almost everything is radically changed for the worse.
Jean Bauby began writing the memoir as a way of attaining that human connection, in order to quell his
feelings of loneliness and share his experience of living with LIS. I would recommend this book to anyone in
need of a motivational or inspirational read. Alongside his existence inside of essentially becoming a
declaration of Life and enjoy them as he has produced a victim of self was based upon his inner life, old and
his will to render the psyche is composed equally of wonder is ultimately the memoir, Bauby creates an
assertion of a searing beauty of his ability to live them while they can.


