
COMSTOCK LAW OF 1873 AND BIRTH

The driving force behind the original anti-birth control statutes was a New Yorker named Anthony Comstock.

If the indicted party ended up being found guilty, the materials that were confiscated in the raid were
destroyed. Not only was the building to support the spiritual, mental, and social well-being of the young men,
it was also suggested to benefit their physical condition. After Congress passed the bill, it designated
Comstock as a special agent in the United States Post Office charged with enforcing the law. One Package 2d
Cir. Comstock went on the offensive and with the help of the YMCA he began vice hunting. Learning of the
obscenity law, Comstock took action against the offending book dealer. Anthony Comstock was jubilant over
his legislative victory. After this incident, he continued the crusade throughout his neighborhood and while
doing so, kept a ledger that had a record of every arrest he had made. The memorandum supported a plan to
construct a centrally located building to better serve the younger men of New York. Justice McInerney, at the
September trial, said "In my opinion, this book is contrary not only to the law of the State, but to the law of
Godâ€¦ If some of these women who go around advocating Woman Suffrage would go around and advocate
women having children, they would be rendering society a greater service. In actuality, law enforcement
agents often looked the other way when it came to anti-birth control laws, but the statutes remained on the
books. Thus is defined the true position of the opponents to the above law". The Most Restrictive States New
England residents lived under the most restrictive laws in the country. To aid in capture of contraband articles,
instruments and literature or other things, search warrants or seizure, or both, are authorized in Arizona,
California, Colorado, Idaho and Nevada. Per Dennett , only on contraception[ edit ] This article is in list
format, but may read better as prose. Symbol of the " New York Society for the Suppression of Vice ",
advocating book-burning, public domain. Among the forbidden acts, in connection with articles, instruments,
books, papers, etc. Life, "That Fertile Imagination" Comstock is shown arresting an artist for depicting a
woman almost totally submerged. Six States prohibit the offer to assist in any method whatever which would
lead to knowledge by which contraception might be accomplished. In only one state, Connecticut, is the actual
act of using contraception a crime, [11] In Canada, at least Ontario has such a law deterring contraception'.
Therefore, New York, as well as the federal government, gave him most of the responsibility to implement
moral censorship.


