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A summary of Motifs in Robert Louis Stevenson's Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. or literary devices that can help to develop
and inform the text's major themes.

Whatever these "ill things" may be, he does not partake in gossip or other views of the upper class out of
respect for his fellow man. Utterson reads Lanyon's letter, then Jekyll's. He achieves his desired effect through
the use of nightmarish imagery, in which dark streets twist and coil, or lie draped in fog, forming a sinister
landscape befitting the crimes that take place there. Maid[ edit ] A maid , whose employer Hyde had once
visited, is the only person who claims to have witnessed the murder of Sir Danvers Carew. Enfield tells
Utterson that months ago he saw a sinister-looking man named Edward Hyde trample a young girl after
accidentally bumping into her. One night, he had a moment of weakness and drank the serum. Both involve
violence directed against innocents in particular. Please help improve this section by adding citations to
reliable sources. Utterson, who is also a main character, his importance is emphasized. Utterson recognizes the
cane as one he had given to Jekyll. The first performance of the play took place in the Boston Museum in May
 After taking the potion repeatedly, he no longer relies upon it to unleash his inner demon, i. The police
contact Utterson, who leads officers to Hyde's apartment. The hysteria surrounding the Jack the Ripper serial
murders led even those who only played murderers on stage to be considered suspects. Meanwhile, Jekyll's
involuntary transformations increased in frequency and required ever larger doses of serum to reverse. Richard
Enfield[ edit ] Richard Enfield is Utterson's cousin and is a well known "man about town. On the one hand,
the s were the time of the development of sciences and psychology. In early March, Jekyll's butler, Mr. In the
novel good is portrayed by Henry Jekyll and Gabriel Utterson. As a result, they later go and investigate in
Jekyll's house, but cannot find him; they later enter a house where Hyde has been living and find the other half
of the stick in one of Hyde's rooms. After a while, Robert called her back into the bedroom and pointed to a
pile of ashes: he had burnt the manuscript in fear that he would try to salvage it, and in the process forced
himself to start again from nothing, writing an allegorical story as she had suggested. Utterson fears that Hyde
is blackmailing Jekyll. Robert Stevenson was confined to bed at the time from a haemorrhage. In Lanyon's
presence, Hyde mixed the chemicals, drank the serum, and transformed into Jekyll. The names Jekyll and
Hyde have become synonymous with multiple personality disorder. Lanyon helps Utterson solve the case
when he describes the letter given to him by Jekyll and his thoughts and reactions to the transformation. The
name Jekyll is not quite a telling name but it is a synonym for the good side of nature up to now. He comes to
the conclusion that human downfall results from indulging oneself in topics of interest. Interestingly, certain
parts of the novel suggest that, in the clash between language and the uncanny, the uncanny need not always
win. Utterson and Poole break into the laboratory, where they find Hyde wearing Jekyll's clothes and
apparently dead from suicide. Jekyll, and at the same time the antagonist, Mr.


