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The concept of Germany as a distinct region in central Europe can be traced to Roman In , Otto I became the first Holy
Roman Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire, the medieval German state. In the Late Chancellor Otto von Bismarck
determined the political course of the German Empire until He fostered.

In , he returned to Prussia and was appointed prime minister by the new king, Wilhelm I. It was compared to a
re-establishment of Charlemagne 's European empire as it existed before division by the Treaty of Verdun in
AD. Thereafter, Germany was the leading land power. Since the war had been fought on French soil, it had
destroyed much of French infrastructure and industry, and France had suffered the highest number of
casualties proportionate to population. The plan brought the reconciliation of France and Germany, the axis of
political European integration, furthermore, the plan announced the proposal of a European army. For any
other proposed use, contact the Reviews editorial staff at hbooks mail. In Bismarck began the series of wars
that would establish Prussian power in Europe. The second and third treaties called for arbitration between
Germany and Belgium, and Germany and France, regarding future disputes. Rather than Weimar Sachlichkeit
being a reaction against expressionism, it was the other way around; the anti-realistic and anti-materialistic
expressionist movement was attempting to counter capitalist materialism and the destructive power of
technology. Rather than strict dichotomies of class and gender, Canning advocates seeing class formation "as a
series of short-lived resolutions, new destabilizations, and redefinitions in which gender both shapes and
contests class" p. For more events, see Timeline of German history. Defeated and partly occupied, Germany
was forced to pay war reparations by the Treaty of Versailles and was stripped of its colonies as well as of
home territory to be ceded to Czechoslovakia, Belgium, France, and Poland. British Foreign Minister Austen
Chamberlain enthusiastically agreed. Racism, especially antisemitism , was a central feature of the Nazi
regime. How bourgeois women hoped to use Germany's colony in Southwest Africa to improve their career
opportunities is the subject of Lora Wildenthal's chapter. In Bismarck relented, allying with the Catholics
against the growing socialist threat. French fears of a resurgent Germany made it reluctant to support the plan
to merge the British and American zones of occupation. There are four chapters in the volume dealing with
what might loosely be called gender studies. Copyright c by H-Net. Citation: Mark Peach. During the first half
of the 19th century, many Germans looked forward to a unification of the German states; one issue was
whether Catholic Austria would be a part. In like manner, the German minister of economics Ludwig Erhard,
created a significant evolution in the German economy and a durable, well established trading relationship
between the Federal Republic and its European neighbours as well. France was the leading proponent of harsh
peace terms against Germany at the Paris Peace Conference. In "Reconsidering Habermas, Gender, and the
Public Sphere," Davis uses Habermas's concept of the public sphere while utilizing the example of "women of
less means" to show that Habermas's liberal bourgeois public sphere is too narrowly construed. The two parts
of the Holy Roman Empire clashed in the Thirty Years' War â€” , which was ruinous to the twenty million
civilians living in both parts. Similar to Blackbourn, Rudy Koshar blurs the increasingly outmoded division
between political history and cultural history by using national monuments and conserved ruins which often
served as national monuments to examine the "self-historization of the historian that has come with continuing
debates over epistemology in the human sciences" pp. Having already played an integral role in revising the
earlier paradigm of German exceptionalism, Geoff Eley along with his fellow contributors to this volume
provides an array of investigative possibilities for interpreting German history. In September , with a seat on
its counsel as a permanent member. In "German History and the Contradictions of Modernity: The
Bourgeoisie, the State, and the Mastery of Reform" Eley argues that it was not Germany's failure to modernize
as claimed by Dahrendorf and Wehler that inexorably led to genocide. To avoid alienating Britain, Bismarck
arranged the two Mediterranean Agreements of , designed to preserve the status quo against a Russian threat.
The contributions provide what the conference, from the which this volume developed, promised: new
research, new directions, new agendas. The very first time the expression "European Community" was used
was at its first sessions, as well as many conferences and guests lectures sponsored by the German
government, propagating French-German reconciliation, French renewal and European solidarity. In , the
German invasion of the Soviet Union faltered, and after the United States entered the war , Britain became the
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base for massive Anglo-American bombings of German cities. France realized that its occupation of the Ruhr
Had caused more financial and diplomatic damage that was worth, went along with the plan. Citation
Information. Hitler invaded the Soviet Union in June  Neue Sachlichkeit of the twenties has to be seen not
only as a continuation of the prewar culture of Sachlichkeit but also as an attempt to regain this concept from
its usage by those, especially on the Right, whose agenda is to constitute a permanent state of war. German
forces crushed the French armies at the Battle of Sedan. The conference of foreign ministers they convened in
the Swiss resort of Locarno and agreed on a plan. The French European Department was working on a coal
and steel agreement for the Ruhr-Lorraine-Luxembourg area, with equal rights for all. One of his targets was
the Catholic Church, which he believed had too much influence, particularly in southern Germany. The fourth
and fifth were similar arbitration treaties between Germany and Poland, and Germany and Czechoslovakia.


