
AN EXAMINATION OF THE GRAVE BY KATHERINE ANNE PORTER

Katherine Anne Porter incorporates symbolism in "The Grave" to demonstrate past-southern societal impacts on the
transition into maturity.

She understood a little of the secret, formless intuitions in her own mind and body, which had been clearing
up, taking form, so gradually and so steadily she had not realized that she was learning what she had to know.
The family cemetery had been a pleasant small neglected garden of tangled rose bushes and ragged cedar trees
and cypress, the simple flat stones rising out of uncropped sweet-smelling wild grass. The essays in our library
are intended to serve as content examples to inspire you as you write your own essay. The study looks at
modernism as a cultural rather than a merely artistic movement, making connections between literary style and
the historical transformations of the period. Turn of the Millennium: The rate of Caesarianâ€” or
surgicalâ€”birth is at an all-time high of 25 to 30 percent in some hospitals, particularly those serving
well-insured white women. Bringing Miranda full circle from as innocent as a dove to as corrupted as a
mangled and bloodied mother rabbit. This connection, along with magnifying the extent of the fall, describes
the simple idea that this event has occurred in every human life since the beginning of humanity. She lagged
rather far behind Paul, and once she thought of just turning back without a word and going home. The body of
the pregnant rabbit conforms closely to the interpretation of grotesque bodies outlined by Russian literary
theorist Mikhail Bakhtin , in his important and widely read Rabelais and His World. The labor movement of
the industrialized North was echoed in the organizing of poor whites and blacks of the largely rural South,
who were hit especially hard. She stopped, thinking that Paul would never do that to her, and so she would
have to tell him. Miranda wants to feminize herself, but in this passage, she must achieve that feminization by
being clean, white, bounded, and unmoving. Her brother would be often completely disgusted with her. The
most elaborately detailed character is Mrs. Ordinarily Miranda preferred her overalls to any other dress,
though it was making rather a scandal in the countryside, for the year was , and in the back country the law of
female decorum had teeth in it. Miranda had the innocence that Paul wanted. Paul has had more experience
with the rifle, and Miranda defers to him. Rooke, Constance, and Bruce Wallis. She had no proper sense of
hunting at all. Significantly, it is as lifeless as the doves Paul will shoot if he can find them. Then, while in a
foreign marketplace, a vendor presents her with a tray of sugared candies shaped like little animals, including
lambs, birds, and rabbits. What hardships did they face? The memory horrifies her, reinforcing the frightening
nature of the incident and showing the capacity of past experiences to lie dormant and make an unexpected
ambush. Now the ring, shining with the serene purity of fine gold on her rather grubby thumb, turned her
feelings against her overalls and sockless feet, toes sticking through the thick brown leather straps. In Texas
she set up a small cemetery in a corner of her first farm, and as the family connection grew, and oddments of
relations came over from Kentucky to settle, it contained at last about twenty graves. Stout, Janis P. Who
wrote this essay? The ring and the dove found in the graves, the rabbits, and the grave itself have each been
explained by a variety of different interpretations. Miranda eventually forgets the rabbits entirely, and does not
remember them for nearly twenty years. He may have seen all this before. She embraces the ambiguous,
multifarious nature of the rabbit body for herself. She had met along the road old women of the kind who
smoked corncob pipes, who had treated her grandmother with most sincere respect. It is, of course, a burial
place and most often associated with death. Summer has to do with adulthood, romance, fulfillment, and
passion. She is growing tired of being a tomboy and yearns for the trappings of femininity: pretty clothes,
jewelry, and perfumes. Essays may be lightly modified for readability or to protect the anonymity of
contributors, but we do not edit essay examples prior to publication. Porter was accompanying her brother on
a rabbit-shooting expedition when he shot and eviscerated a female rabbit carrying young. Even if it had once
contained a coffin for years upon years, when the coffin was gone a grave was just a hole in the ground. It is
the image of Paul, his face lit by the sun, full of potency and possibility, handling the silver dove which was
hers first, before she igno-rantly traded it away.


