
THESIS STEPS PLANNING

The Doctoral College's Top Tips for Planning Your Thesis. Know the The next step is to take your thesis plan and
develop a work plan for completing each.

Writing requires fluency, clarity, accuracy, and an economy of words. Think about how to plan your
manuscript before you decide where you want to publish it or even before you start the first experiment. When
you have some data, start making plots and tables of the data. Mention negative results as well as positive.
Without the why, you probably have only come up with an observationâ€”that there are, for instance, many
different metaphors in such-and-such a poemâ€”which is not a thesis. This thesis makes a definite, arguable
claim: that the disintegration of economies played a more important role than cultural forces in defeating
communism in Eastern Europe. Figures should be oriented vertically, in portrait mode, wherever possible.
Avoid bandwagons: A special case of the above. Once you begin the research, maintain detailed and clear
notes at every stage so that these can be consulted when you begin writing the thesis. In writing the discussion
session, be sure to adequately discuss the work of other authors who collected data on the same or related
scientific questions. Would your paper change concept or practice? Order of Writing Your thesis is not written
in the same order as it is presented in. This will serve as the basis for the introduction in your final paper. The
list should include a short title for each table but not the whole caption. After you have finished the
recommendation section, look back at your original introduction. You probably will not be able to write out a
final-draft version of your thesis the first time you try, but you'll get yourself on the right track by writing
down what you have. Is a point made and later reversed? Here is another approach. Stute, M. Be careful to
consider all of these rather than simply pushing your favorite one. As you collect data, write up the methods
section. Take your time. Final thesis should be bound. Introduction You can't write a good introduction until
you know what the body of the paper says. In the case of a full-time PhD, the maximum registration period is
four years from your initial date of registration. Readers of academic essays expect to have questions
discussed, explored, or even answered. Again, your search of the literature might refine this somewhat. Write
a final draft that shows some changes from the initial draft. Once your plots and tables are complete, write the
results section. A thesis should never be vague, combative or confrontational. Is this a sparse data set that
could better be expressed as a table? If the data are in the public domain, could another researcher lay his or
her hands on the identical data set? Potential reviewers of your manuscript or your thesis committee. Some
Caveats and Some Examples A thesis is never a question. Present sufficient details so that others can draw
their own inferences and construct their own explanations. Tying the Text to the Data "Show them, don't just
tell themâ€¦" Ideally, every result claimed in the text should be documented with data, usually data presented
in tables or figures. If you met the reader at a meeting six months from now, what do you want them to
remember about your paper? It is much easier to do this right after you have collected the data. List page
numbers of all figures. Could another researcher approximately replicate the key algorithms of any computer
software? Shift the list around. Extensions beyond this date are approved only in specific circumstances and
the maximum extension period is six months, so it is important that you take your expected thesis submission
date into account as you put together your thesis plan. What are the relationships, trends and generalizations
among the results?


