
UNDERSTANDING EXISTENTIALISM

On the existential view, to understand what a human being is it is not enough to know all the truths that natural
scienceâ€”including the science.

Subjectivity: Your first-person perspective on the world, including the needs, desires, and emotions that
accompany that perspective. Michael Murray. Sartre is perhaps the most well-known, as well as one of the few
to have actually accepted being called an "existentialist". Even if such writers tend to proceed with more
confidence in the touchstone of rationality than did the classical existentialists, their work operates on the
terrain opened up by the earlier thinkers. Baring, E. This does not mean that one simply finds oneself at a
particular moment in history, conceived as a linear series of events. Suppose it is my sense of doing God's will
that makes my life meaningful. Thus, choice is inescapable. Who Are the Existentialists? For one thing,
existentialism doesn't argue that the "good life" is a function of things like wealth, power, pleasure, or even
happiness. This is not to say that existentialists reject happiness. Existentialism, Oxford: Blackwell. Existential
moral psychology emphasizes human freedom and focuses on the sources of mendacity, self-deception, and
hypocrisy in moral consciousness. Not necessarily true. In constructing complex philosophical systems, no
room is left for real people anymore. But even here it must be admitted that what makes existence authentic is
not the correctness of the narrative understanding it adopts. While such an experience is no more genuine than
my practical, engaged experience of a world of meaning, it is no less genuine either. As a philosophical
inquiry that introduced a new norm, authenticity, for understanding what it means to be humanâ€”a norm tied
to a distinctive, post-Cartesian concept of the self as practical, embodied, being-in-the-worldâ€”existentialism
has continued to play an important role in contemporary thought in both the continental and analytic
traditions. Sartre bless his heart thought Americans lacked the ability to grasp existentialism. Yes, you! In
anxiety, as in fear, I grasp myself as threatened or as vulnerable; but unlike fear, anxiety has no direct object,
there is nothing in the world that is threatening. In commiting myself in the face of deathâ€”that is, aware of
the nothingness of my identity if not supported by me right up to the endâ€”the roles that I have hitherto
thoughtlessly engaged in as one does now become something that I myself own up to, become responsible for.
Yet this is not the end of the story for Nietzsche, any more than it was for Kierkegaard. Over the course of
millennia, Western philosophy has become increasingly abstract and increasingly removed from the lives of
real human beings. Marxists , especially in post-War France, found Existentialism to run counter to their
emphasis on the solidarity of human beings and their theory of economic determinism. In dealing with
technical issues like the nature of truth or knowledge, human beings have been pushed further into the
background. Some Existentialists, like Nietzsche , proclaimed that "God is dead" and that the concept of God
is obsolete. Because existing is self-making action , philosophyâ€”including existential philosophyâ€”cannot
be understood as a disinterested theorizing about timeless essences but is always already a form of
engagement, a diagnosis of the past and a projection of norms appropriate to a different future in light of
which the present takes on significance. Thomas Aquinas. This, the existentialists argue, is because such
properties are never merely brute determinations of who I am but are always in question. Some see Maurice
Merleau-Ponty - as a better Existentialist philosopher, particular for his incorporation of the body as our way
of being in the world, and for his more complete analysis of perception two areas in which Heidegger 's work
is often seen as deficient. The philosophy provided a backbone for the beatniks; a source text for writers such
as J. Such abstract systems tend to obscure the fact that life is a rather rough-and-tumble affair, often very
messy and problematic. Later, Sartre took the idea and ran with it. The familiar existential themes of anxiety,
nothingness, and the absurd must be understood in this context. Articles in both volumes are committed to
showing the systematic relevance of existential concepts and approaches for contemporary work in philosophy
and other fields. Key contributions: Addressing the problem of other people; the development of a
sophisticated existential ethics; grounding much of modern feminism in a largely existential framework Key
works: The Blood of Others , The Ethics of Ambiguity , The Second Sex , The Mandarins Albert Camus â€” :
In many respects, Camus is the conscience of existentialism. Dreyfus, H.


