
WRITING A MODEL RELEASE FORM

If so, you'll need a simple model release form. A model release form can range from a single page of simple text to a
hefty document, written in the most.

The model release must acknowledge this consideration. One additional note on the paperworkâ€” keep it
forever. That can be kind of a big deal and you should be prepared to offer them something of value in return.
Contracts have been upheld for consideration as low as one dollar. The simple fact of publication does not, in
and of itself, automatically mean that the use is commercial. This is where things like travel, candid, and street
photography come into play. Are your subjects identifiable? The artist in the park can theoretically be
recognized, not because of anything distinctive about her from this angle, but because of the distinctive nature
of her painting. Two uses. The lines are blurred, from the standpoint that there is no actual monetary gain from
the image itself in this context, but you do have a commercial goal in featuring it on your website. It is an
unfortunate reality that most people neither completely read nor understand the legal documents that they sign
or have prepared for them. As others have said, get local legal advice. Made for video creatives, new media
and film. The examples below all illustrate how important the intended use is when determining whether you
are going to need a model release. The chess game photo was for a commercial publication on local tourism.
Assume that you have taken a photo of a popular local chef and not obtained a signed model release. In
Canada, for instance, until relatively recently the picture itself or a print of the picture would not have
constituted good and valuable consideration for a model releaseâ€”there had to be a payment, and the amount
of the payment that would be considered sufficient varied by the apparent intent at the time of taking. The only
way you can do so is to make sure that the model release authorizes you to grant usage right to a third party. A
verbal contract would do, but there's no easy way to prove to a third party that a verbal contract exists, so you
need to get it in writing. You will, however, be licensing the photo for use by the publisher. Ask yourself if the
photo is going to be used commercially in any way. The best practice is to bundle thumbnails or proofs from
the shoot with the release in your files. Administering releases 1. Your interest in using the photo is clearly
commercial in nature. As noted, a model release canâ€” and shouldâ€” be short, sweet, and to the point.
Obviously, you are not the publisher. Most of the applicable principles are widely accepted, but laws do vary
state-to-state and country-to-country. You will still need a model release in these situations. They are usually
briefâ€” no more than a paragraphâ€” but they can get quite long, especially if the subject of the photo tries
imposing additional conditions e. At first glance, the three photos below appear to have no recognizable
subjects, which might lead to the conclusion that model releases would not be necessary, regardless of whether
the use was commercial or editorial. Because the photo is being used as part of a news story, this constitutes
editorial use. I rely on this short release for more spur-of-the-moment photography, as opposed to this longer
version for commissioned work. There is a commercial benefit to the extent that displaying samples of your
work will encourage other potential clients to hire you. One needs the release and one does not. For greatest
ease, create a single PDF file that has both the fully executed model release scan and the proofs from the
shoot. Its owned by a property manager, and its not the same as a sidewalk on a public street. Here's what my
contact list looks like to give you an idea: Contact List 4. This is where a bit of a disclaimer is in order. You
just never know what money-making images might be lurking in your archives until someone comes looking
for them.


