
A BIOGRAPHY OF MAHATMA GANDHI THE LEADER OF THE INDIAN

INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT IN BRITISH RULED INDIA

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was an Indian lawyer, anti-colonial nationalist, and political ethicist, who employed
nonviolent resistance to lead the successful campaign for India's independence from British Rule, and in turn inspire
movements for Assuming leadership of the Indian National Congress in , Gandhi led.

Gandhi suffered persecution from the beginning in South Africa. He encourages non co-operation with British
rule, which includes a boycott of British goods. He particularly advocated the manufacture of khaddar, or
homespun cloth, in order to replace imported textiles from Britain. When 'disturbances' broke out in the
Punjab, leading to the massacre of a large crowd of unarmed Indians at the Jallianwala Bagh in Amritsar and
other atrocities, Gandhi wrote the report of the Punjab Congress Inquiry Committee. Gandhi responds to an
article in a newspaper accusing him of hypocrisy Salt March for freedom You need to have JavaScript enabled
to view this clip. He asked Joseph Chamberlain , the British Colonial Secretary, to reconsider his position on
this bill. He loved to go out on long solitary walks when he was not nursing his by then ailing father who died
soon thereafter or helping his mother with her household chores. Gandhi stayed in South Africa for 21 years
working to secure rights for Indian people. He also took Mohandas to a brothel one day, though Mohandas
"was struck blind and dumb in this den of vice," rebuffed the prostitutes' advances and was promptly sent out
of the brothel. They were auxiliaries at the Battle of Colenso to a White volunteer ambulance corps. Andrews ,
Gandhi returned to India in  The Champaran agitation pitted the local peasantry against their largely British
landlords who were backed by the local administration. However, he refused to press charges against any
member of the mob. That meant a visit to England , and Mohandas, who was not too happy at Samaldas
College, jumped at the proposal. He was also a highly accomplished sportsman who would go on to found the
football club West Ham United. Using the principles of Satyagraha he led the campaign for Indian
independence from Britain. The last few months of Gandhi's life were to be spent mainly in the capital city of
Delhi. Gandhi was released in February for an appendicitis operation, having served only two years. A few
days later, a bomb exploded in Birla House where Gandhi was holding his evening prayers, but it caused no
injuries. People would spit on him as an expression of racial hate. Gandhi worked hard to win public support
for the agitation across the country. As a child, Gandhi was described by his sister Raliat as "restless as
mercury, either playing or roaming about. Gandhi helped free the Indian people from British rule through
nonviolent resistance, and is honoured by Indians as the father of the Indian Nation. He emphasised the use of
non-violence to the British and towards each other, even if the other side uses violence. He walked from
village to village in riot-torn Noakhali, where Hindus were being killed in retaliation for the killing of
Muslims in Bihar, and nursed the wounded and consoled the widowed; and in Calcutta he came to constitute,
in the famous words of the last viceroy, Mountbatten, a "one-man boundary force" between Hindus and
Muslims. Though he was not completely unknown in India, Gandhi followed the advice of his political
mentor, Gokhale, and took it upon himself to acquire a familiarity with Indian conditions. At The Great Trial,
as it is known to his biographers, Gandhi delivered a masterful indictment of British rule. In early , as the
nationalist movement was revived, the Indian National Congress, the pre-eminent body of nationalist opinion,
declared that it would now be satisfied with nothing short of complete independence purna swaraj.
Unbeknown to him, this was to become an exceedingly lengthy stay, and altogether Gandhi was to stay in
South Africa for over twenty years. After several such incidents with Whites in South Africa , Gandhi's
thinking and focus changed, and he felt he must resist this and fight for rights. That evening, as Gandhi's
time-piece, which hung from one of the folds of his dhoti [loin-cloth], was to reveal to him, he was
uncharacteristically late to his prayers, and he fretted about his inability to be punctual. Gandhi went to
London in and met some of his admirers in Europe, but the negotiations proved inconclusive. Thanks for
watching! For the next few years, Gandhi would be engaged mainly in the constructive reform of Indian
society.


