
ST THERESA OF THE LITTLE FLOWER

Therese Martin was the last of nine children born to Louis and Zelie Martin on January 2, , in Alencon, France. However,
only five of these children lived to .

She discovered the joy in self-forgetfulness and added, "I felt, in a word, charity enter my heart, the need to
forget myself to make others happyâ€”Since this blessed night I was not defeated in any battle, but instead I
went from victory to victory and began, so to speak, "to run a giant's course". Again she was refused. She
refused to leave his feet, and the Swiss Guard had to carry her out of the room. We are no stronger than the
others". Holy Father, in honor of your jubilee, permit me to enter Carmel at the age of fifteen. Therese was
affected by the spiritual atmosphere in the community, which was still tainted by Jansenism and the vision of
an avenging God. Pierre declared: "I was right when I said you were too young to help me. Please visit the
areas in this section of the Web site to learn more about this wonderful Saint. The nuns of Lisieux followed a
strict regimen that allowed for only one meal a day for seven months of the year, and little free time. Living a
hidden, simple life of prayer, she was gifted with great intimacy with God. On 9 April she entered the Carmel
of Lisieux. Benedict XVI beatified both parents on October 19,  Therese is beautiful, inspiring, and simple.
She again mirrored perfectly the words of St. Therese had planned that, should the Bayeux trip fail, she would
go to the Pope himself. Marie assured her it was nothing and told her to forget everything that had happened.
Therese a Doctor of the Church - the only Doctor of his pontificate - in tribute to the powerful way her
spirituality has influenced people all over the world. May John be a model of this intimacy and love. In fact,
the deeper her interior and exterior suffering, the more purified and strengthened her faith became. The times
of silence and of solitude were many but the foundress had also planned for time for work and relaxation in
commonâ€”the austerity of the life should not hinder sisterly and joyful relations. On that blessed night â€¦
Jesus, who saw fit to make Himself a child out of love for me, saw fit to have me come forth from the
swaddling clothes and imperfections of childhood".


