
MARGARET ATWOOD FEMINIST WRITING APPROACH

Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale has all the makings of a patriarchy- smashing book. The novel, recently
adapted into a TV series on.

It's a fairytale length of time. Sciff-Zamaro, Roberta. And we eat them, out of cans or otherwise; we are eaters
of death, dead Christ-flesh resurrecting inside us, granting us life. The legal system can be fixed, or our society
could dispose of it. The Obsession: Reflections on the Tyranny of Slenderness. To possess one is, however, a
mark of high status, just as many slaves or a large retinue of servants always has been. Apparently, these were
major feminist topics in the s, when Atwood published The Handmaid's Tale. Having been a symbol of
desolation, it's become a symbol of hope. Patton, Marilyn. They continued to attack. Since ruling classes
always make sure they get the best and rarest of desirable goods and services, and as it is one of the axioms of
the novel that fertility in the industrialized West has come under threat, the rare and desirable would include
fertile womenâ€”always on the human wish list, one way or anotherâ€”and reproductive control. It is precisely
in the familial situation that relations of power and structure are formed â€” relations which are fundamental
and pre-date and pre-determine adult relations in later life. It would be two-layered in structure: top layer men,
bottom layer women. The female psyche is connected to social structures of male power, and the relationship
of self to society and the inter-subjective dynamics of self and other is confined solely within a matrix of
gendered dynamics of power. I hope it will not be squandered. I finished the book there; the first person to
read it was fellow writer Valerie Martin, who was also there at that time. The employee got fired anyway. The
application of certain psychoanalytic principles or elements of a psychoanalytic approach to the feminist
analysis of Atwood's work occurred periodically. This is important because it means that the ambiguity which
often surrounds gender roles can be accounted for, rather than ignored. Sharon Jeannotte and Cathy Davidson
saw feminist consciousness-raising as operative within Lady So it doesn't come out of nowhere, it comes out
of real life. Feminist critics too often negate or ignore the complexity of characterisation in Atwood's work. I
would hope that the credibility of this reading will show the value of psychoanalysis and phenomenology in
interpreting and understanding literature, and provide a framework by which other writers' works could be
analysed. New York: Harper and Row,  New York Times Atwood warns against the risks of taking feminist
causes at face value. Through the 'marriage' of psychoanalytic and phenomenological theories, I try to explain
the idiosyncrasies of Atwood's characters, their distinct personalities, and the inner workings of their minds.
These are questions with which human beings have busied themselves for a long time. According to the writer
Kristina Ontrad , "At the time, the Christian evangelical movement was finding common ground in the United
States with anti-porn feminists, and the ethics of surrogacy were hotly debated. For some critics, the perceived
feminist consciousness in Atwood's work was a vehicle for consciousness-raising in the female reader. In this
there are no simple victors and vanquished, but people â€” both men and women â€” who are caught in a
System which is not easy to change. Sharon Jeannotte and Cathy Davidson saw feminist consciousness-raising
as operative within Lady Oracle, while Elaine Tuttle Hansen saw Bodily Harm as being an answer to the
post-feminism of the s, characterising the novel as having a narrative structure which functions to raise the
feminist consciousness of the reader by understanding the individual through collective sexual politics. Since
space does not permit me to discuss them all, I will summarise the most significant and popular approach to
Atwood's work to-date â€” the feminist approach. Sphinx 3, Winter  The MeToo moment is a symptom of a
broken legal system. This, I believe, is too limiting.


