
THE IMPORTANCE OF SWORD AS A PERSONAL WEAPON

The sword is a weapon consisting of a long, sharp-edged or pointed blade fixed in a hilt which is a handle that usually
has a protective guard at the place where.

The cutlass is a 17th century descendent of the edged short sword exemplified by the medieval falchion. This
ancient art is now lost. So vital to the samurai spirit was the genesis of such a magnificent weapon that Shinto
priests would be called in to bless the beginning of the process, and the swordsmith often underwent a spiritual
purification before he began his work. During the Middle Ages in Europe, the sword was the preferred weapon
of the knight in armor. It is a soft, workable metal most used for tools. Old blades were passed down in
families, and some were still in use in World War H. The sword has been especially associated with the
Marathas , who were famed for their cavalry. To confuse matters, some European swords are also called
"Damascus. The swords of Masamune have a strong reputation for superior beauty and quality. It is not on
display to the public. Evidence so far points to the Turks using a curved sword as far back as the Xiongnu
period in Central Asia approximately from the third century BC to the second century AD. Though these
swords did not provide a full two-hand grip they allowed their wielders to hold a shield or parrying dagger in
their off hand, or to use it as a two-handed sword for a more powerful blow. Toledo, in Spain, was renowned
for its swords. They are still part of some military dress uniforms. The Viking Age was a period of great social
upheaval. The smith takes two or more thin iron rods and heats them in the forge until they are white-hot. The
shaft of the sword measures 4 feet by 4 inches in length cm and it weighs 6. Bolos were also used by young
boys who joined their parents in the revolution and by young girls and their mothers in defending the town
while the men were on the battlefields. This was kenjutsu, the art of sword fighting, or kendo in its modern,
non-warlike incarnation. The weapon is part of the famous collection called al-Jafr. Then, the smith heats the
tang, and fits the pieces over it. Side-swords used in conjunction with bucklers became so popular that it
caused the term swashbuckler to be coined. One recipe called for ingredients such as wild onion juice and
burnt lime among other things. Both the Vikings and Saxons were renowned swordsmiths. Thus, the first
swords were probably made of the oldest worked metal, pure copper. In modern French a knife is a coteau. It
is an official Olympic sport and it's popularity has been sustained by the romantic swashbuckling of early
Hollywood films and recent epics like Star Wars and Braveheart. They are still used today in ceremonies, such
as the Odwira festival. Evangelista, Nick.


