
HOW TO WRITE A PARAGRAPH AND IN DENT IT

Indentation, a blank space between a margin and the beginning of a line of text, is used in composition to format
paragraphs as well as.

The beginning of this paragraph is indented. Brusaw, and Walter E. You indent at the beginning of a
paragraph to signal, 'Hey, Reader! May I call you Clarice? Random House, "The most common use of
indentation is at the beginning of a paragraph , where the first line is usually indented five spaces. If a
paragraph is preceded by a title or subhead, the indent is superfluous and can therefore be omitted. Princeton
Architectural Press, Continue Reading. I'm shifting gears now. Richard Nordquist is a freelance writer and
former professor of English and Rhetoric who wrote college-level Grammar and Composition textbooks.
Although block paragraphs are popular for online text this blog uses block paragraphs , traditionally indented
paragraphs are more common in print publishing, business writing, and academic research. If you really do
insist on indenting the first paragraph, make sure you do so every time. Use the increment arrows to adjust the
length of the indent. The Tab Key Method 1. Updated April 19, In a composition , an indentation is a blank
space between a margin and the beginning of a line of text. Routledge, "By the seventeenth century the indent
was the standard paragraph break in Western prose. Are you looking for more Microsoft Word advice? I think
I'll just call youâ€”" "Dr. As with many issues of style, it is all about consistency. Cengage, "Haven't you ever
had people coming over and no time to shop? The Paragraph Dialog Box Method 1. Block paragraphs are
aligned with the left margin with no indentation and are visually separated by line spaces. Select First line in
the Special drop-down menu. Abbot Miller, Design, Writing, Research. Select the OK button to save your
selection s and close the Paragraph dialog box. Martin's, The Origin of Paragraph Indentation "Paragraph
indention, by the way, arises from that habit of early printers, following the practice of scribes, which consists
in leaving a blank space for the insertion of a large initial by the illuminator. This is actually unnecessary.
Robert Bringhurst, author of The Elements of Typographic Style, describes it as follows: The function of a
paragraph indent is to mark a pause, setting the paragraph apart from what precedes it. Contact Us When to
Indent Paragraphs Questions about when to indent paragraphs may constitute typographic minutia, but getting
it right is important nonetheless, especially if you intend to produce writing that will be professionally
published. Make any additional adjustments to alignment or line spacing. There are some style guides that say
you should always indent the first paragraph in a written document. The opposite of first-line indentation is a
format called hanging indentation. Many people believe that every single paragraph in a piece of text should
be indented. Press the Tab key on your keyboard. Select Select in the Editing group.


