
LITERARY CANON DEFINITION

Though not related to field artillery, pieces in the 'literary canon' have made quite a bang over the years. Come learn
more about this collection.

Updated August 03, In fiction and literature, the canon is the collection of works considered representative of
a period or genre. On the contrary, some other critics advocate the expansion of canons by including the
extended range of sampling to broaden the horizon literary canons. The essential component of such programs
is a high degree of engagement with primary texts, called the Great Books. Such judgments are always subject
to revision, and in fact they were constantly being revised. What is Canonical Literature Every discussion or
connection that used to be made was because it was out of view or perception of the Europeans. Is there a
possibility of adding women, minorities or working class writers to the canon? Du Bois. The philosopher John
Searle has said, "In my experience there never was, in fact, a fixed 'canon'; there was rather a certain set of
tentative judgments about what had importance and quality. Over time, some works become less pertinent in
the canon as they're replaced by more modern counterparts. Their literary works obtain in themselves the
position of literary canon which the successive writers use as touchstone to compare their creations with. What
is the extent to which the idea of canon creates Degradedness? Ironically, the same tradition is now regarded
as oppressive. It describes those books, which have dubious authorship or the authority, or where the accuracy
of the writers is questionable. It immediately gives the impression of being standing apart, better and meant to
be valued, enjoyed and loved. Feminism and the literary canon[ edit ] Jean-Paul Sartre and Simone de
Beauvoir at Balzac Memorial The feminist movement produced both feminist fiction and non-fiction and
created new interest in women's writing. Secondly, students of literature use it to refer to the writings included
in anthologies, or textbooks under certain genres, and thus are evaluated according to the genre under which
they are placed. This, of course, has led to many disputes among literary scholars over the years. American
philosopher Jay Stevenson argues: [In] the postmodern period [â€¦] [t]raditional literature has been found to
have been written by "dead white males" to serve the ideological aims of a conservative and repressive Anglo
hegemony [â€¦] In an array of reactions against the race, gender, and class biases found to be woven into the
tradition of Anglo lit, multicultural writers and political literary theorists have sought to expose, resist, and
redress injustices and prejudices. Add to the canon Develop a counter-canon Evaluate the notion of the canon
Feminists are of the opinion that literature is an outstanding tool of education and students become better
persons by reading great books. The Evolving Canon Literary Definition Many teachers and schools rely on
the canon to teach students about literature, so it's crucial that it includes works that are representative of
society, providing a snapshot of a given point in time. In , Mo was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature for
his work as a writer "who with hallucinatory realism merges folk tales, history and the contemporary". The
third definition of the term indicates the literary writings of a particular author, which are considered by
scholars and critics in general to be the genuine creations of that particular author. University president Robert
Maynard Hutchins and his collaborator Mortimer Adler developed a program that offered reading lists, books,
and organizational strategies for reading clubs to the general public. Asia and Africa[ edit ] Since the s the
Western literary canon has been expanded to include writers from Asia, Africa, and the Middle East. The
curricula of Great Books programs often follow a canon of texts considered more or less essential to a
student's education, such as Plato's Republic, or Dante's Divine Comedy. The canon is the use of archaic
language that Chaucer used in his works but not used in this part. This is the reason why most think that on
one hand the literary canon misleads us by promoting this kind of falsification and on the other hand it creates
even more serious effects on the works which are left out of being included. His novels, short stories, and
essays, strongly influenced by French and American literature and literary theory , deal with political, social,
and philosophical issues, including nuclear weapons , nuclear power , social non-conformism , and
existentialism. Black authors[ edit ] In the twentieth century, the Western literary canon started to include
black writers not only from black American writers , but also from the wider black diaspora of writers in
Britain, France, Latin America, and Africa. English Writer William Shakespeare William Shakespeare wrote
both tragedies and comedies for Elizabethan audiences, throughout the late 16th, and early 17th centuries.
Winters claimed that the Native or Plain Style anti-Petrarchan movement had been undervalued and argued
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that George Gascoigne â€” "deserves to be ranked [â€¦] among the six or seven greatest lyric poets of the
century, and perhaps higher". This view of African-American literature as a tool in the struggle for Black
political and cultural liberation has been stated for decades, most famously by W. Instead, there are many
conflicting canons. The view among them was that the emphasis on narrow specialization in American
colleges had harmed the quality of higher education by failing to expose students to the important products of
Western civilization and thought. Post navigation. Can the literary canon not be avoided or is there an
unacknowledged political purpose behind canonizing some writers and excluding others? Canon excludes
many individual works while surveying courses in particular and so the remain often appear more original
than it actually is. Eliot and Yvor Winters were two literary critics who were especially concerned with
revising the canon of renaissance English literature.


