
A HUNGER ARTIST SHORT STORY

A story of a professional faster, his techniques, his great feats, the widespread In the last decades interest in hunger
artists has declined considerably.

He becomes indignant when the town would assign men, usually butchers, to watch him to make sure he is not
cheating. Even the most stolid attendants felt the relief of seeing this wild animal throwing himself around the
long-deserted cage. The rest of his work was published posthumously. It is so tragic that he died at age 40,
long before he reached the zenith of his abilities. We may well wonder whether that time has come. This
interpretation is sometimes joined with a reading of the story as autobiographical. And there were even
viewing hours at night, their impact heightened by torchlight. Guy in a black leotard. He lacked for nothing. It
was another time. The impresario would punish such outbursts by apologizing to the audience, pointing out
that irritability was a consequence of fasting. At the end of a fast the hunger artist, amid highly theatrical
fanfare, would be carried from his cage and made to eat, both of which he always resented. The story begins
with a general description of "the hunger artist" and then narrows in on a single performer, the protagonist.
Although the site was readily accessible, and crowds thronged past on their way to see the animals, any
spectators who stopped to see him created an obstruction in the flow of people on their way to the animals.
The impresario's "perversion of the truth" further exasperated the hunger artist. In the intervals in the main
show, when the audience streamed out to see the animals, it was almost inevitable that they passed by the
hunger artist and paused there for a moment. With warders like these he was very willing to pass the night
without any sleep; he was ready to joke around with them, to tell them stories from his nomadic life or to
listen to their stories, anything to keep them awake and show them over and over again that there was nothing
edible in his cage and that he was fasting as none of them ever could have. Try explaining the art of hunger!
He admits something that also changes the perception of what he does. Not that you'd ever mistake him for
Aesop, though. What was the hunger artist supposed to do? The story follows the career of a hunger artist
from the height of his popularity to his lonely death. Overview[ edit ] "A Hunger Artist" was first published in
the periodical Die neue Rundschau in [1] and was subsequently included as the title piece in the short story
collection. They would intentionally drive into the poverty stricken areas of Africa to see the desperate
situations in which the very poorest people on earth are trying to exist, trying not to die from hunger or
exposure due to drought, civil war, or any number of reasons beyond their control. Not eating. He wants to
show the world that he can deprive himself, and he wishes he could go longer than forty days, but part of the
spectacle is the ending of the fast when people watch him removed from the cage and put before his first meal.
These days, it seems you can't walk to a supermarket cash register without seeing yet another headline about
some celebrity's weight fluctuations. He published only a few story collections and individual stories in
literary magazines during his lifetime. He could have held out much longer, indefinitely; why stop when he
was at the peak, not even yet at the peak, of his fast? The hunger artist broke his ties with the impresario and
hired himself to a circus, where he hoped to perform truly prodigious feats of fasting.


