
STANFORD CERTIFICATE PROGRAM IN CREATIVE WRITING

ONLINE CERTIFICATE PROGRAM IN NOVEL WRITING The first course will help you solidify your idea for a book,
figure out your creative process, and.

Weekly discussion questions and writing prompts will help students think about how best to construct their
own books. For example, if you have rich characters but find plot challenging, a short story course could help
you to work on heightening conflict in scenes with a stronger sense of causality. All Creative Writing courses
are taught by experienced authors and teachers, most of whom have been Stegner Fellows in Stanford's
Creative Writing program. Most applicants will probably not have published, though we will take publication
into account. You will be involved in the creation and construction of many narrativesâ€”most notably your
own. Individual instructors will bring their own style and interest to their courses. Transfer Credits Continuing
Studies does not accept transfer credits from other universities or programs. Learning how to write a novel
requires a broad and varied skill set. Character reveals itself under pressure, and we will begin by making sure
that your novel starts in the right place, with a conflict compelling enough to reveal who these people are and
to ensure that they are on the verge of some kind of dramatic action. You can log into our classes from any
computer with Internet access, anywhere and at any time. The elective must be taken for a Letter Grade and
students must earn a C- or better grade. This course will also help students to develop the work habits of
successful fiction writers. Course numbers for all of the required courses start with the OWC designation. We
recommend that you think about your weaknesses as a novelist and choose an alternate genre course that will
help to strengthen them. We will ponder the crucial collision point between plot and characterization. Students
are required to take all courses for a Letter Grade and must maintain a B average. Students who earn a grade
below C- may not be eligible to continue in the program. These courses are designed to fit into your schedule.
As you work on your novel, your work will be read, critiqued, and supported by a group of passionate
instructors and peers, who will push you to the finish line. The Certificate curriculum comprises five core
courses which are a series of workshops, built upon the MFA model of peer and instructor review , one
alternative genre elective, and the optional One-on-One Tutorial. The class will then revisit these questions
with a work of literary fiction, considering whether and how these fundamentals apply to a quieter novel.
Phone or email registrations are not permitted. A poetry course would allow a quicker, more plot-driven writer
to slow down and work on developing a quality of imagery and theme leading to more resonant work. But this
option is available for one calendar year after completing Novel IV. Students will read and analyze two
published novels, developing their own ideas about how authors create the effects they do on the page. The
alternative genre course may be taken at any time but must be completed prior to the tutorial. The Certificate
Program builds on the success and excellent teaching of our regular online writing courses with the goal of
providing a structured environment in which you can write your novel. In the second half of the quarter,
students will share a section of their novel-in-progress for supportive discussion by the class, gaining vital
insight for the drafting and development they will be doing in workshop throughout the remainder of the
certificate program. Though these are not literature courses, instructors will likely ask students to read one to
two published novels, along with excerpts from other books to facilitate the discussion of craft.


