
A LITERAL INTERPRETATION OF DICKINSONS MY LIFE HAD STOOD A

LOADED GUN

Emily Dickinson's 'My Life had stood-a Loaded Gun-': Revealing the Power of a a caesura and sets the stage for the
literal meaning of the six stanza poem (1).

This seems like an impossibility at this point. Gutzmann, J. This was the case for almost all of the poetry she
wrote. As she is still embodied as the gun, she is set at his head, and he goes to sleep. An American Dictionary
of the English Language. Leiden: Brill. She in fact explicitly states that she would rather guard him than share
the bed with him. In this reading, then, choosing to serve God is a way to further your own power and
existence. In either case, whether the Master is deity or lover, the central dilemma of the poem is that of the
fusion of the gun and its owner, the force and the agent, the violence and the perpetrator. Meier eds. Franklin,
R. In her poems, instead of trying to hide her dislike of organized religion, she did the opposite and flaunted
her views. This meaning is obvious, despite the figurative language about the mountains echoing. Cumulation
is Needed: A Reply to Winter. London: Penguin. Now that she is at his side, more like an accessory or tool
than partner, she is taken deeper into the male world. Repetition also plays a major role in this piece. The gun
seems to long for the death that will eventually come to the owner, but will never get because it is not human.
Rather than sharing a pillow with her husband, she is placed near his head, perhaps on the wall. Weisbuch,
Robert. The Loeb Classical Library  Dickinson uses anaphora in the beginning lines to stress the change that
has occurred. She is able to step back from the assertive words of the second stanza and return to the
emotionless mask men expect from women. LiLi 40  She is known to mix up the syntax of a sentence, making
the lines sound more poetic, but also harder to understand. If she was not afraid of criticism, it is likely she
simply enjoyed creating poems with double meanings. Natural Language Semantics 8. The separation between
the speaker and her life ends in the fourth line. The gun is not passive, yet it is not active either. New York:
Facts On File. New York: W. More By This Author:. Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press. Berlin:
Mouton de Gruyter. This is state that does not benefit her as she needs him as a representative of humanity to
live on to see, read, and know her words. Leipzig: Bernhard Tauchnitz.


